
~ Save The Date! ~
7th Annual Bench-Bar Culinary Challenge

When:  June 12, 2014 – 5:30p.m. – 7:30p.m.

Location:  Home of Court of Appeals Judge 
Kirsten Frank Kelly

* All profits benefit Alternatives for Girls, Crossroads 
for Youth and WLAM Foundation Scholarship Fund.

To sign up or for more information please visit 
www.facebook.com/BenchBarCulinaryChallenge

2014 Scholarship Awardees

The 2014 Outstanding Women Law Student
awardees of the Women Lawyers
Association of Michigan Foundation are:
Zaneta Adams; Farah Alkhersan; Shahar
Ben-Josef; Cari Carson; Emily Gillingham;
Yassaman Hajivalizadeh; Mylika Johnson;
Shannon King; Alexandra Smith; Nayda
Verier Taylor

The WLAM Foundation’s scholarship
program has awarded 215 law students with
close to $500,000 to support their law
school educations. Specially named awards
exist for scholarships supported by large and
ongoing donations from General Motors and
Dickinson Wright Women’s Network, and for
a scholarship named for former WLAM
Treasurer Kimberly M. Cahill.
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Why support WLAMF?

Prior awardees say it best. WLAM Foundation often
hears from previous recipients on the impact of the
scholarships they have received. Here are a couple:

“Yourgeneroussupportallowsme to continuemy work
representing female victims of human trafficking and

domestic violence.” –Jaclyn Kelley (2012 Kimberly M.
Cahill Scholar)

“This award is important to me not only becauseit
contributeseconomicallytoward my educationbut also
becauseit acknowledgesthe tremendouseffort required
to successfullybalance my academic,professionaland

familycommitments.” –Julianne Pastula (2009 Dickinson
Wright Women’s Network Scholar)

(Pictured left: 2014 
General Motors 
WLAM Foundation 
Scholarship 
Recipients Nayda
Verier Taylor, 
Yassaman
Hajivalizadeh; 
Mylika Johnson; 
and Shannon King.)

http://www.facebook.com/BenchBarCulinaryChallenge


Stay Connected!

ċ For more information on the Foundation’s
community involvement, scholarship program and
upcoming events please visit our website at
www.wlamfoundation.org or email us at
wlamfmi@gmail.com.

Women Lawyers Association of 
Michigan Foundation

The Women Lawyers Association of Michigan
Foundation’s primary mission is to support the legal
education of women who show leadership in
advancing the position of women in society. Donations
can be made through our website, or by contacting
WLAMF Treasurer Paula Talarico at (248) 740-7003.

A Successful WLAM Foundation 
Reception

This year’s WLAM Foundation Reception for
Education and Community Leadership was held on
March 26th at Local Kitchen and Bar in Ferndale.

~ Thank you to our Reception Sponsors ~ 
Kenneth M. Bernard, CFA

Bernard Wealth Management Corp.

Nancy Glen & Ralph McDowell

Talarico & Associates, PC

¶The 2014 WLAMF Honoree was Dawn Van Hoek. The

¶We recognized our 2014 awardees.  The competitive 
scholarships were awarded to students who 
demonstrated
leadership 
on women’s 
issues.
(Pictured right: 
Dana Warnez; 
Kimberly Cahill 
Scholar Cari
Carson; and 
Honorable 
Marianne Battani)

(Pictured left: 
Michigan State 
University 
College of Law 
Dean Connell 
Alsup and 
General 
Motors Scholar 
and current 
Michigan State 
University 
College of Law

Student Yassaman Hajivalizadeh.)

Thank You to the 
2014 Dean’s List

Summa Cum Laude($2,500 and above)
Albert & Doris Pitt Foundation; Bench-Bar Culinary 

Challenge Committee; Dickinson Wright Women’s Network; 
General Motors

Magna Cum Laude ($1,000 to $2,500)
Bodman PLC; Carole Chiamp; Pamela Harwood; Kerr, 

Russell & Weber PLC; Schoenherr, Cahill & Warnez PCǄ

Cum Laude ($750-$999)
Talarico & Associates PC; Marianne & Judge Lawrence Talon

Good Citizenship ($125 to $749)
Barris Sott Denn & Driker PLLC; Hon. Marianne BattaniǄ; 
Lori D. Becker; Kenneth M. Bernard CFA, Bernard Wealth 
Management Corp.; Hon. Alfred M. ButzbaughǄ; Thomas 

W. CranmerǄ; Meri DembrowǄ; Nancy J. DiehlǄ; Howard B. 
& Nina Dodge Abrams Philanthropic Fund; Dykema Gossett 

PLLCǄ; Stephanie Fakih; Julie FershtmanǄ; Z. Kay 
FitzpatrickǄ; Nancy Glen & Ralph McDowellǄ; Charlotte 

Johnson; Hon. Marilyn KellyǄ; Karen S. Kienbaum; Kathryn 
Ladewski; Kathleen & Charles Marn, In Memory of Karen 

Sidney; Barbara McQuade; Markeisha Miner; Lambro
NiforosǄ; Deborah Nowak-Vanderhoef; Trish Oleksa-Haas; 
Kristen Pursley; Margaret Raben; Linda Rexer, In Honor of 
Dawn Van Hoek; Hon. Michael & Meghan Riordan; Hon. 

Victoria A. RobertsǄ; Peter & Martha RuggirelloǄ; Lorraine 
Weber; Sandra Sorini Elser; Andrea Tawil; Maureen 

ThomasǄ; Dawn Van Hoek; Peter Van Hoek, In Honor of 
Dawn Van Hoek; Maya Watson; Hon. Robert L. Ziolkowski

ǄDonations made to the Kimberly M. Cahill Scholarship Fund

ċDawn Van Hoek, President of WLAMF also appeared on  
Comcast Newsmakersdiscussing the history and mission of 
the foundation.  The full video can be viewed at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?y=RHGCPbEzdTY

ċYou can also find us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/WLAMFoundation. 

honor recognized her 
years of work for the 
Foundation and in the 
Community
(pictured left).
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