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The WLAM Foundation enjoyed another very successful year of supporting women's education, raising over $38,000 for scholarships.  The success of the Foundation is largely based on the exceptional talent of its Board of Directors, comprised in 2012-13 of Dawn Van Hoek (Chair), Paula M. Talarico (Treasurer), Sandra L. Sorini (Secretary), Lori D. Becker, Z. Kay Fitzpatrick, Nancy Glen, Markeisha Miner, Deborah K. Nowak-Vanderhoef, Meghan Kennedy Riordan, and Maya Watson.  

Fundraising in 2012-13 took the forms of event sponsorship ($1,900), the Fifth Annual Culinary Challenge ($6,721), the "Dean's List" giving campaign (approx. $29,995), and the Kimberly M. Cahill Fund ($1,200).  Major continuing support was shown by corporations and law firms, particularly General Motors, the Albert & Doris Pitt Foundation, the Dickinson Wright Women's Network, Bodman PLC, Sue Ellen Eisenberg & Associates, Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss PC, Kerr, Russell and Weber PLC Fund and the Culinary Challenge Committee.  As in prior years, a significant number of individuals also contributed to the campaign, joining the corporations, law firms and special funds in their generous support.  The 2013 Dean's List of donors follows:
Summa Cum Laude ($2,500 and above)

Albert & Doris Pitt Foundation

Culinary Challenge Committee

Dickinson Wright Women's Network

General Motors

Magna Cum Laude ($1,000 to $2,500)
Bodman, PLC

Carole Chiamp

Sue Ellen Eisenberg & Associates PC

Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss PC

Kerr, Russell & Weber, PLC

Cum Laude ($750 to $999)

Hon. Pamela R. Harwood

Good Citizenship ($125 to $749)
Nina D. Abrams 



Lambro Niforos
Barris, Sott, Denn & Driker, PLLC

Deborah Nowak-Vanderhoef

Hon. Marianne O. Battani


Hon. Lynne A. Pierce


Becker Legal, P.C.



Linda Rexer♥
Kenneth M. Bernard, CFA 


Hon. Michael & Meghan Riordan

Bernard Wealth Management Corp. 
Peter & Martha Ruggirello

Thomas Cranmer♥



Talarico & Associates, P.C.

Nancy Diehl♥




Hon. Lawrence S. Talon

Sandra Sorini Elser



Sharon Smith♥
Julie I. Fershtman♥



Marianne Talon
Z. Kay Fitzpatrick♥



Holli Targan
Nancy Glen & Ralph McDowell

Dawn Van Hoek

Trish Oleksa Haas



Dana Warnez♥

Michael S. Hohauser


Maya K. Watson
Charlotte Johnson



WLAM –Washtenaw Region:
Hon. Marilyn J. Kelly♥


IN HONOR OF KAREN SIDNEY
Barbara McQuade



Kim D. Winokur
Markeisha J. Miner 








♥ Donations made to the Kimberly M. Cahill Scholarship Fund
Virtually all of the money raised by the WLAM Foundation goes directly into law student scholarships or an educational endowment fund; less than ten percent of the money raised goes to administration, a very low percentage in the fund-raising world.  The Foundation’s web site, www.wlamfoundation.org, contains news, archives, photographs, profiles of student-awardees, and much more.  Event support was handled with considerable aplomb by Barbara Kuchmanich, with the backing and in-kind contributions of Talarico & Associates PC.

Awards made to Outstanding Women Law Students this year totaled $30,000 (increased from $25,000 in 2012), awarded to ten students attending Michigan's five accredited law schools.  The 2013 Outstanding Women Law Students are:

General Motors Scholars:
Elise Marie Elzinga, Michigan State University College of Law 

La Toya N. McBean, Thomas M. Cooley Law School
Rachael Soren, University of Detroit Mercy School of Law

Suzanne Steele-Quinn, Wayne State University Law School

Dickinson Wright Women’s Network Scholar:

    
Jillian Wilson Ambrose, University of Michigan Law School

WLAM Foundation Scholars:

Stephanie R. Edwards, Thomas M. Cooley Law School

Ryanne E. Exposito, University of Detroit Mercy School of Law
Klaudia Nikolli, Wayne State University Law School

J. Olabisi Ogboye, Michigan State University College of Law
Kimberly M. Cahill Scholar:

    
Caitlin R. Howitt, University of Michigan Law School

Students were selected on the basis of their demonstrated leadership and on their commitment to women's and diversity issues.  Full profiles of the students appear on the Foundation’s web site, www.wlamfoundation.org.  The 2013 Outstanding Women Law Students were introduced at the Foundation's Annual Reception, held on March 20, 2013, at Local Kitchen & Bar in Ferndale.  The event was well-attended by students and their families, former awardees, dignitaries, members of the Dean's List, and friends of the Foundation.  Attendees were inspired by remarks from READING WORKS Executive Director Susie Schechter, and from John Nussbaumer and Hon. Victoria Robers representing Just the Beginning Foundation, WLAM Foundation’s 2013 Community Honoree.  Generous sponsors of the reception were Kenneth M. Bernard, CFA, Bernard Wealth Management Corp., Nancy Glen & Ralph McDowell, Hon. Michael & Meghan Riordan, and Talarico & Associates, PC.  The WLAM Foundation would like to especially thank Dr. David Bauer and WLAMF Trustee, Z. Kay Fitzpatrick, for providing us with live entertainment at the reception.

Many thanks to all for the support shown during the year!


Respectfully submitted, 

Dawn Van Hoek,


Chair, WLAM Foundation
dvanhoek@sado.org

