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The Women Lawyers Association of Michigan Foundation enjoyed another very successful year of supporting women's education, raising over $43,000 for scholarships.  In 2017, the WLAM Foundation reached the level of $592,500 given away in scholarships over the past twenty-one years, to 246 awardees!  The success of the Foundation is largely based on the exceptional talent of its Board of Directors, comprised in 2016-17 of Dawn Van Hoek (Chair), Paula M. Talarico (Treasurer), Sandra L. Sorini (Secretary), Lori Becker, Z. Kay Fitzpatrick, Ann Erickson Gault, Nancy Glen, Stephanie Jones, Kristen Pursley, Meghan Kennedy Riordan and Maya Watson. Administrative support was ably provided by Barbara Campos. 

Fundraising in 2016-17 took the forms of event sponsorship ($1,550), the Ninth Annual Culinary Challenge ($6,500), the "Dean's List" giving campaign (approx. $32,350), dues check-off from WLAM members ($400) and the Kimberly M. Cahill Fund ($3,350).  Major continuing support was shown by corporations and law firms, particularly the Albert & Doris Pitt Foundation; Bench Bar Culinary Challenge Committee; Bodman PLC; Carole Chiamp; Dickinson Wright; Sue Ellen Eisenberg; General Motors; Giarmarco, Mullins and Horton PC; Hon. Pamela R. Harwood; Karen Seder; and TalaricoLaw.  As in prior years, a significant number of individuals also contributed to the campaign, joining the corporations, law firms and special funds in their generous support.  The 2017 Dean's List of donors follows:
Summa Cum Laude ($2,500 and above)

General Motors

Albert & Doris Pitt Foundation
Bench-Bar Culinary Challenge Committee

Dickinson Wright

Magna Cum Laude ($1,000 to $2,500)
Bodman, PLC
Carole Chiamp

Sue Ellen Eisenberg

Giarmarco, Mullins & Horton PC

Hon. Pamela Harwood

TalaricoLaw
Cum Laude ($750 to $999)

Schoenherr, Cahill & Warnez, PC♥

Marianne & Judge Lawrence Talon

Good Citizenship ($150 to $749)

	Farrah Arif♦

Hon. Marianne Battani♥
Lori D. Becker

Kenneth M. Bernard, CFA

Bernard Wealth Management Corp.

Alfred Butzbaugh♥
Thomas W. Cranmer♥

The Dobrusin Law Firm, PC

Howard B. & Nina Dodge Abrams Philanthropic Fund

Brian Einhorn♥

Ann Erickson Gault

Julie Fershtman♥

Z. Kay Fitzpatrick♥

Denise Glassmeyer♦
Nancy Glen & Ralph McDowell♥

Melissa Graves/Collins Einhorn Farrell PC

Jim Hayes

Stephanie Jones♦
Hon. Marilyn Kelly♥

Linda Kennedy♦

Kitch Attorneys & Counselors

Erin Klug♦


	Michelle L. Knight♦

Barbara McQuade

Markeisha Miner

Kristin Murphy♦

Francine Nesti♦

Lambro Niforos♥

Sharon Noll Smith♥
Deborah Nowak-Vanderhoef

Trish Oleksa Haas
Susan E. Paletz♥

Lana Panagoulia Law, PLLC
Kristen Pursley♦

Hon. Michael & Meghan Riordan

Hon. Victoria A. Roberts♥
Peter & Martha Ruggirello♥

Josephine Sbrocca
Karen Seder

Rebecca Simkins Nowak♥

Margaret Sind Raben
Sandra Sorini Elser

Maureen Thomas♥

Dawn Van Hoek

Maya Watson

Lorraine Weber

Hon. Robert L. Ziolkowski♥




♥ Donations made to the Kimberly M. Cahill Scholarship Fund

♦ Donations made to the Florence King Scholar in Patent Law Fund


The Foundation also issues a “Do Good Work Grant” to benefit non-profit organizations nominated by prior Dean’s List scholarship recipients.  This year’s grant of $1,000 was awarded to the Hope Shores Alliance, which provides support for survivors of sexual and domestic violence.

Virtually all of the money raised by the WLAM Foundation goes directly into law student scholarships or an educational endowment fund; less than ten percent of the money raised goes to administration, a very low percentage in the fund-raising world.  The Foundation’s web site, www.wlamfoundation.org, contains news, archives, photographs, profiles of student-awardees, and much more.  Event support was handled with considerable aplomb by Barbara Campos, with generous in-kind support from Talarico & Associates PC.  

Awards made to Outstanding Women Law Students this year totaled $33,000, awarded to eleven students attending Michigan's five accredited law schools.  The 2017 Outstanding Women Law Students are:

General Motors Scholars:
Emmanuela Jean-Etienne, University of Michigan Law School

Jennifer Smith, University of Detroit Mercy School of Law

Lauren Washburn Rogers, Michigan State University College of Law

Luciana Viramontes, Western Michigan Cooley Law School

Dickinson Wright Women’s Network Scholar:

Nicole Sappingfield, Wayne State University Law School

Dawn Van Hoek Scholar:
Husnah Khan, Wayne State University Law School
WLAM Foundation Scholars:

Aruna Vithiananthan, University of Detroit Mercy School of Law

Amber Thomas, Michigan State University College of Law

Wanda Roberts, Western Michigan Cooley Law School

 Kimberly M. Cahill Scholar:

Ava Morgenstern, University of Michigan Law School

 Florence King Scholar in Patent Law:

Ana Juneja, Western Michigan Cooley Law School

Students were selected on the basis of their demonstrated leadership and on their commitment to women's and diversity issues.  Full profiles of the students appear on the Foundation’s web site, www.wlamfoundation.org.  The 2017 Outstanding Women Law Students were introduced at the Foundation's Annual Reception, held on March 23, 2017, at Ferndale’s Rust Belt Market.  The event was well-attended by students and their families, former awardees, dignitaries, members of the Dean's List, and friends of the Foundation.  Generous sponsors of the reception were Kenneth M. Bernard, CFA, Bernard Wealth Management Corp., Nancy Glen & Ralph McDowell, and Talarico & Associates, PC.    


Many thanks to all for the support shown during the year!


Respectfully submitted, 

Dawn Van Hoek,


Chair, WLAM Foundation
dvanhoek@sado.org

